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Practically All 1908 And 1909 Assess-
Are Resisted And
Contested.

ments

Guthrie, Okla., April 4. — “At the
present time $8.000,000 or more in
taxes, levied and justly due the state
and its local divislons for 1908 and
1909, are being withheld, or are re-
strained of collection and disburse-
ment, by sults in the federal courts
filed by the rallroads and other large
corporations,” s an excerpt from a
public statement fssued today by
State Auditor M. E. Trapp, to state
and local public officers.

The statement follows the fillng here
last night of suits by the Frisco and
Katy resisting portions of 1909 taxes,
in cight countles and by 16 suita filed
in the United Btates cireunit court here
today by the Santa Fe, resisting pay-
ment of $11,078 taxes In  Garfleld,
Cleveland, Alfalfa, Oklahoma, Lincoln,

Osage, Pottamatomie, Ellis, Grant,
Woods, Kay, Payne, Noble, Wood,
Logan and Pawnee counties, The 24

#uits, filed within 24 hours, tie up more
than a million dollars of 1909 taxes
in 24 countles alone, and attack as

absolutely {llegal $160,921 of taxes in|

these counties, and algo attack as -
legal the state ouarter mill levy for
¢ommon schools, which makes $217.
160 more.

Slmilar sults will follow other coun-
ties, and the Rock Island and other
rallroads will joln in the anti-taxation
fight. In the eastern district similar
suits were filed at Muskogee, March
31, and it Is estimated on & conserva-
tive basis that probably $£1,000,000 of
tnxes ia already being attacked as
fllegal, of the 1909 tax, and though
the rallroads are offering partizl pay-
ments, practically the entire taxes
due by railroads from 1909 will be
Had un pending termination of the
auits,

Practically all of the rallrosds, also
the Pullman and Western Unlon com-
panjes are resisting payment of a
large portion of their 1908 taxes, due
f year ago, with the result that sev-
eral million dollars of 1908 taxes are
gtill unpald or unavailable. The 1808
tax cases have been pending in the
federal courts more than a year, In
addition to the casea Involving ad
valorem taxes, practically all of the
lnrge public service corporations of
which the rallronds are chief, are re-
gisting the gross revenue tax for 1908.

Judege Cotteral of the federal court
igsued temporary Injunctions in the
enses filed here today and last night
regtrpining the loeal officers from eol
lecting the disputed taxes, and grant-
ing n hearing April 15.

The School Board.

The report or rumor that any mem-
ber of the present Vinita Board of
BEducation has ever been opposed to
the immedinte building of & high
gohool bullding in Vinita Is erroneous.
The records of the board will disclose
to any one who cares to examing them
that al! the members htvve nlways vots
ed for every motion which had for its
purpose the early erection of such &
bulding. The delay has been due to
fhe fact that the money has not been
received for the bopds voted snd this
is the sole cause of such delay.

F. 8. B AMOS,
THOS H. BYRD,
SEYMOUR RIDDLE,
W. H. DECK,
DAVIS HILL,

L. B. BELL

¢, YORK.

Bank of Stuart Robbed.
By Associnted Preas.

McAlester, Okla.,, April 4. — The
bank of Stuart was entered by robbers
Iast night, who blew open the safe
and took twenty-two hundred dollars,

Vetoes Anti-Dispensary Bill.
By Assocluted Preas,

Guthrie, Okla., April 4 —Covernor
Haskell today vetoed the bill, abolish-
ing the state dispensary. The gover
nor said the bill contnined a “joker”
that gave free reln to lquor dealers
He also sald he believed the bill up-
gonstitutional.

KING VICTOR EMANUEL
RECEVES ROOSEVELT

By Associated Press.

Rome Italy, April 4—King Victor
Emanuel received Col. Roogeveltl at
the cuirinal today. The destinguish-
ed guest was escorted to the king's
apartment, which when thrown open
revealed his majesty standing with
arms outstretched and with a smile
upon his lips. King Victor Emanuel
and Roosevelt shook hands heartily.
The monarch Inviting the former pres-
ident to sit at his side. The door of
the apartment then was cloged and
the two remained In private conversa-
tion for sbout forty-five minutes.

CONTRAGTSENT T
GHGAGD OFFE

Commercial Club WIll Undertake to
Get Walters to Accept Notes—
Will Offer Guaranty.

On Saturday was forwarded to Clar-
ence Walters, vice president of the
Osage Western rallroad, at his offices
in Chicago, a form of the contract to

be slgned by the company and the

five cashiers of the banks of this city
and a form of the guaranty, which the
Commerdial Club will vndertake to
make for the Osage Western railrond.
There was also forwarded a lengthy
statement showing that at least nine-
ty per cent of the notes for the Osage
Western are good, and that it Is the
opinion of the Commercial club that it
wounld be more satisfactory and profit-
able to the company to accept these
notes in leu of the guaranty, and urg-
ing a conference with Mr. Walters be-
fore he makes his final decision not
to accept the notes.

IMPROVEMENTS URGED FOR
GITY HALL BOILDING

In view of the fact that the Com-
mercial Club pays no rent, and that it
can use gquarters that can be arrang.
od for # In connection with the city
hall, it has been suggested that the
hall recently vacated by the Hiks be
utifized by both the city and the Com-
mercial Club, and the corner room,
now occupied by the Commercinl Club
nnd the library assoclatlon might be
rented so as to yield the city a very
substantinl revenue.

A coat of paint 18 also much need-
ed for the porches of the city hall
building. By draining the basement,
by making proper connections with
tie sewer that is to be connected with
the new Harvey ocating house, which
i to be much lower than the sewer
connecting with the Frisco station, it
would make the basement sanitary
and desirable for occupancy.

Burden to Interstate Commerce.
By Associated Press.

Washington, D. C., Aprii 4.—Hold-
ing that the action of the state of Ar-
kansas, requiring rallroads to furnish
cars for loecal shipments within five
days from the time they were ordered,
was a burden on Interstate commerce,
the auprome court of the United States

today reversed the decision of the su-

preme court of Arkansas,

MILFORD - BERGER SHOE COMPANY.

Hosiery Department

Embraces those colors in Children’s Hose so much
in demand.

Notaseme, 25¢

IS A POPULAR THING

FIGHT N 1T

TAFT ADMINFSTRATION WILL

UWN DEFENGE

Impression en Public

At Last Convinced That Attacks Have Made

Saturday at Washington - Republican
Leaders are Greatly Interested - Si-
lent on Cannonism - Speaker
May Resign at Close
of Session.

Mind--Will Begin Next

Whashington, April 4.—~The Taft ad-
ministration is about to defend itseif
aggressively before the people of the
United States, Convinced that the
public mind has been lmpressed by

ministration In many parts of the
county, and that the criticiams can-
not be permitted to pass unanswered
without Injury to republican prestige,
the party lenders have decided to
“earry the war into the enemy's coun-
try.” President Taft Is now declared
to be ready and anxious to assume the
offensive.

Saturday in Washington by the presi-
dent in person, and in Chicago by A%
torney General Wickersham.

the subject of Oragnization and he will
be supported by other powerful ora-
tors of the republican party. Attor
ney fGeneral Wickersham's subject
will be The Pollcles of the Adminfstra-
tion. The speeches by the president
in Washington, S8enator Lodge, Repre-
sentative McKinley of Ilinols, chair
man of the republisan congressional
committee; Hepresentative Duncan
McKinlay of California; Jobn Hays
Hammond, president of the national
league of republican clubs; John A.
Stewart, president of the New York
league, and John G. Capers, national
committeeman for South Carolina ay
the same gathering, and that of Mr.
Wickersham at Chicago, are expected
to supply the themes for other prom-
inent republicans.

Nothing has created so much inter-
est among the republican leaders in
Washington since the inauguration of
Mr. Taft as the plans now formulating
to defend the administration, BSome
facts are to be brought out about the
operation of the Payne-Aldrich tariff
bill and the encmies of that legisin-
tion will be called upon to answer the
friends of the Administration with
some concrete evidénce if this subject
is to continue as an issue within the
party. The party, it 1s sald, cxpocts
confidently to cloge the session of
congress with Interstate commerce,
statehood, postal savings, anti-injunc
tlond and conservation legislation to
its credit. In addition, it Is hoped
that a stntement may be issued show-
jng that a very great saving has been
made in the expense of carrying on
the government business;

Little is being sald by the party
leaders about the fssue of “Cannon-
ism" beyond the statement that this
question will take care of ltsell at
the right time. The only explanation
vopchsafed for this comment, |s that
Speaker Cannon I§ expected to resign
the speakerghip at the cloge of the
present gession of congress.

Should the speaker resign at the
c¢lose of the present session, at &
time when there would be no oppor-
tunity to chooss his successor bafore
mext winter, it is argued that several
membeérs of the present house would
benefit by immediatsly announcing
themselves as candidates. No official
gtatement on this subject is expected
from the speakery His friends belleve
that it would be Inadvisable for him

2| t0 wenken the organization of the

houge at this time by disclosing his in-
tentions. They argue that In view of
the recent battle in the house all the
force that was retained by the re-
publican majority I8 needed if the ad-
ministration programme as to Jegis-
lation is to succeed.

There are rumors circulated with
considerable freadom aboul the capl
tol, that before the congressional elec-
tiona some changes may be expected
in the presldent’s cabinet, but none
o1 these stories can be confirmed.

Among the retirements most fre-
| quently mentloned as possible, are
1thuse of Secretary Dickinson, of the
war department and Postmaster Gen-

=

atlacks of varlous kinds upon the ad-|

The opening guns will be fired next

Mr, Taft will speak in this eity onln

eral Hitcheock. Also, it is stated that
Mr. Ballinger may resign from the In.
terior department after the present
investigation, if the change can be
made without subjecting himself to
the charge of “retiring under fire.,”
wNo one in the confidence of Presl-
dent Taft, it Is said, would be sur
prised If the vacancy on the supreme
gourt bench, caused by the death of
tie ate Justice Brewer, should be of-
fered to Gov. Hughes of New York.
That the president would offer the
page to the New York executive was
stated last night at a gathering of
republicans, several of whom are close
to the président. It was stated that
Governor Hughes had not been sound-
¢d on the subject, but the general
opinfon séemed to be that he would
of accept the place. It is generally
expected here that the ovent will find
the appointment going to Solicitor

Convict Attempts Suiclde.
By Associnted Press,
Leavenworth, Kans, April 4. —
Joseph Endsly, of Newport, Ark, a
counterfeltor, wha Is serving a sen-
tence In the federal prison bheve, at
tempted suicide in his cell last night,
using a rope made from his elothing.
The night watch cut him down before
life was extinct.

BEGING RETALIATION ON
OKLAHOMA RAILROADS

By Associated Press.

Guthrie, Okla,, April 4—As a part
of the retailation program agalnst the
Oklahoma railronds, for their attack
upon OklahomA’s two-tent passenger
lntrastate carload freight rates, the
state corporation commission today is-
sued a proposed general order, mak-

six per cent in the present frelght
rates. The proposed rates Include all
clagnified frelght except live stock. A

April 28,

ONLAHOMA TOWNS
HOLD ELEGTIONS

in Vinita Has Attracted
Little Attentlon, Probably on Ac-
count of Being “Off Year.,”

Campaign

DEMOCRATIC TICKET.
FIRST WARD
For Alderman—
J. H. WIMER

General Lloyd W. Bowers.
What will Rondevelt do when he re- |
turns to the United States?"

SUBESTION FO
DINNER AGCEPTEL

First of Series of Dinners And Social
Gatherings
Congregational Church.

Next Monday at

Rev. J. E. Pershing, adopting the !
suggestion made in Thursday’s Chief-
taln, has tendered the use of the First
Congregational church and pariors for |
the first dinver and sovial gutherlng.|
therein outlined, and the ladles of!
the chutch will prepare an excellent
dinner which will be gerved at 6:30
p. m,; on next Monday, April 11, Ladias|
and gentleme=n, regardlesg of their
church affliations, who desire to form
cloaer soclal relations with the other
gitizens of the town, are Invited. It
I8 expected that not less than fifty '
couples will attend, and preparations '
for more will be made.

Representatives ‘of the Clvie Club !
{and library association will be tnvited!
{ta inform the gathering as to the pro- |
{gregs made, and other matters will be
|discussed informally while Lhe d!nncrl
{is belng served and after it fs finfshed. |

Every effort will be made to mak-.—l
these gatherings permanent, and the
other churc¢hes will be expected to
act as hosts from time to Uime.

Students Drink Polson.
By Associated Press,

Quthrie, Okla, April 4—Six stu-
dents at Armstrong academy, the
Choctaw tribal school for boys, in Me-
Curtain county, drank wood nleohol
and Charles Wallaee, of Hugo, Jessa
Tontka, of Eagletown, and Webster
Thomag, of Valiant, died. ‘

TREASURER WILL BEGIN

00000000000000000

Washington, D, C., April 4.
The Chieftain;
The comptroller treasury ren-
dered declsion today on pre-
liminary matters connected
with Eastern Cherokess pay-
ment and actual writing of
checks will begin at onee. .
T. P. GORE.

}
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WRITING CHECKS AT ONGE:

For School Board—
MARSHALL STEVENS
SHECOND WARD
For Alderman—
J. 8§ MARTIN
For School Board—
CAVIS HiLL
THIRD WARD
For Alderman—
J. C. STARR
For 8chool Board—
F. 8. E. AMOS
FOURTH WARD
For Alderman— -
F. M. LEWIS
For School Board—
L. R. SCOTT

Tomorrow in all of the Incorporated
towns and titles in Oklaboms the “off
year” spring elections will be held.

In nearly all of the towns the cam-
paign hag been earried on with little
Interest. In some, however, the fight
has been hot. At Tulsa a conflict is
on between the adbérents of the com-
mission form of government and the
democrats, who opposed the charter,
The campalgn st Muskoges Is devold
of anything to cause n flght,

In Vinita the campalgn has ‘had
little Interest, The only officera to
be clected nre one member of the
councdl and one member of the aghool
board from each ward. Both demo-
crats and republicang have & ticket
in the fAeld, and it {s possible for the
political complexion of the oity coun-
eil to be changed.

At tomorrowa’ electlon the proposed
extension of the franchise of the Viu-
fta Electric Light, lce & Power comt-
pany will alzo be voted upon, under
the provigions of the referendum act.

‘NATIONAL BANK FEES

INCREASE STATE RELENUE

Guthrie, Okia., April 4—Bank Com-
missioner A. M. Young has made his
‘quarterly settlement with State Treas-
urer James A. Menelee, treasurer of
the state banking board, turning over
to him $6,845 in fees collected by the
bank commissioner's office for the ex-
amination of state and national banks
during the last three months, ‘I'he
fact that national banks which desire
to be approved as reserve agents must
now be examined by the state bank
examiners has added materially to the
revenues of thal offfce.

Steamer Crushes British Ship.
By Associated Preas.
Falmouth, England, Aprill 4—The

{four masted British ship Kate Thomas

and
The

early today, was run down
sunk by an unknown stesmer.

fcaplain and matea with their wives

and fifteon 6f the trew Were drownéd.
The only survivor was the ship's ap-
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prentico, who was ploked up by a tug,

ing a reduction of nineteen to thirty-

hearing on the new schedule is set for

0 HEAR HASKELL
UAGE AT TULSA

April Term of Federal Court For East-

ern District Opens at Tulsa—Town
Lot Cases Set For May 4.

Tulea, Okla, April 4—This morn-
Ing at ten o'clock Judge Ralph Camp
bell. of the United States court for
the eastern district of Oklahoma, opens
ed a téerm of court here that will In
all probability beeome epochal in the
history of Oklahoma, The cases of
Governor Charles N. Haskell and five
other prominent eitizens of Muskogen
charged with defranding the Cresk
Indlans in town lot transactions, are
docketed for trial at this term.

Judge Campball, It 1s understood
will bold court not longer than Wed-
nesday, and only for the purpose of
hearing motions in routine cases. On
April 18th the regular docket will be
taken up, probably before Judge Pols
lock, the somewhat mnoted Kansas
Jurist.

The townlot cases are set down for
hearing May 4, at which time Judge
John A. Marshall( of Salt Lake, Utah,
will be on the banch, Judge Marehall
lns presided in this district om
occaslon heretafore when the town lot
cases were belng consldered, A year
ago he was o the bench during the
Tulsa term anhd' sustained the de-
fendants’ motign to quash the indlcts
ments returned by the Muskoges
grand jury at the Tanuary term. He
returned to Tulsh a few weoks later
and charged the special grand jury
summoned to cohsider ®he town lot
cases, and recelved the Indictments
returned by that jury, It was durs
ing this term of court that Judge
Gregg, the United States attorney
created a sengation by fling a motion
charging that lmproper influences
were being brought to bear on the
grand Jury and nsking the: court 'to
discharge the jury and order o new
Jury smpaneled  This was done and
the second grand jury returned ine
dictments.

The defendants flled motlons to
quash the new  Indietments alleging
These motions came on for hearing
at the October térm of court at Ard-
more and Judge ‘Marshall was ngain
on the bench. After a week of oral
argument in which sowme of the ablest
attorneys of the state appeared for

ed all motlons nad left the following
Baturday foi Lis Utah home without
setting the cases for hearing,

At the January term of court at
Muskogee this year the defendants
announeed roady for trinl, but Judge
Marshall was unable to be present
and the cases went over. A few weeks
ago Judge Marshall fixed May 4th as
the diate for trinl and all parties in
Interest notified.

The government immediately fled
its list of witneskes and it is under
stood that they have been subpoena-
ed to appear in Tulsa vn the date
fixed. The withegses are for the most
part from easiern aod northern states, |
nbout 1256 in mumber, not “one Lhou-
sand” as some bave mede it appenr.
The fact that they hav) beon notified
ta he on hand ls proof conclusive that
the government axpects to go to trial
on that date. A recent story sent out
from Guthrie stated that the defente
would get n conlinnance for n yoar,
bitt in view of the fact that the de-
fense has already once pnnounced its
readiness for trinl this story can hard-
ly be accepted as accurate.

For the government the case will he
in the bands of Judge Willlum Gregg,
United States ney for this dis-
triot, assisted by Bayard T. Hainer,
of this city, and formerly on the fed-
eral bench in Oklrhoma Territory, and
Sylvester Rusll, ¢f Omahs, Nebraska,
special assistant attorney general.
Henry Asp, fdr years general attor-
ney for the Fe rallroad with
headquarters at @Guthrie, [8 the rank-
ing attorney for the defense, buttress.
ed by n score or more of wi'll known
attorneys from different sections of
the siate. i i

Robbers Loot Texas Bank,
By Assoclated Pross.

Oakwoods, Teéx, April 4—Robbers
dynamited the safe of the Onkwoods
state bank, early today, securing five
thougand dollams and making thelr ég-
cope. A posse Is fn pursult. 2

Last of Grant's Cabinet, 3’

Partiand, Ore, Aprll 4. —

died today.
=

the defense, Judge Marshall overrul-

~ |
George H. Willlams, the last surviving l -
membor of President Crant's cabinet
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